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Summary Overview

In the fall of 2014, implementing a recommendation 
of Landscapes 2, Chester County established VISTA 

2025 as its ten year economic development strategy. 

With five goals and an ambitious list of strategies, 
VISTA 2025 laid out an action agenda to support the 
/ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
άǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǇƭŀŎŜέ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ /ƘŜǎǘŜǊ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ǎƻ 

attractive.

Implementation began in earnest in 2015 and this 
reports describes the progress to date.
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Background
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Chester County currently has one of the largest 
county economies in the United States. It is 

also projected to be the fastest growing county 
in southeastern Pennsylvania in terms of 

population and jobs over the thirty years from 
2015 to 2045, adding more than 146,000 new 

residents and 87,000 new jobs.

Current Economic Indicators
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Current Economic Indicators

Chester County has one of the largest county 

level economies in the United States ranking in 

the top 5%.

$31.4 Billion Economy

(Chester County GDP*)

*Gross Domestic Product (GDP) is the total value of goods and services produced by an economy

Source: National Association of Counties
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Current Economic Indicators
SEPA Forecasted Population Growth

(2015-2045)

2015 2045 Absolute Percentage 
Population Population Change Change
Estimate Projection

Bucks 627,367 699,498 72,131 11.5%

Chester 515,939 662,283 146,344 28.4%

Delaware 563,894 587,037 23,143 4.1%

Montgomery 819,264 932,820 113,556 13.9%

Philadelphia 1,567,443 1,696,133 128,690 8.2%

Source: DVRPC
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Current Economic Indicators
SEPA Forecasted EmploymentGrowth

(2015-2045)

2015 2045 Absolute Percentage 
Employment Employment Change Change

Estimate Forecast (2015-2045) (2015-2045)

Bucks 322,731 361,124 38,393 11.9%

Chester 309,605 397,405 87,800 28.4%

Delaware 268,054 279,050 10,996 4.1%

Montgomery 582,443 664,385 1,942 14.1%

Philadelphia 772,847 836,825 63,978 8.3%

Source: DVRPC
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In parallel with this growth, Chester County 
residents and businesses have a strong 
appreciation for open space and the 

environment. 

In fact, Chester County has preserved 28% of 
its land as open space and maintained its 

incomparable natural environment.

Quality of Place
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Qualities Most Valued 
By Chester County Residents

Word Cloud Source: VISTA 2025 Survey9


